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Apstract.  The new species Brachystelma  nutans
Bruyns (Apocynaceae. Asclepradoideae) 1s deseribed
from the |)Il|i||lii‘&l”}-" I'l‘lilli\.-"(‘]}-’ Lttle-known Mount
Namult complex i the northern part of Zambézia
Province of northern N’]t}t;alinhif[lw.

hey words:  Apocynaceae, Brachystelma. Mocam-
hique.

Brachystelma Sims  (Apocynaceae,  Asclepiadol-
deae, Ceropegieae) consists of over 100 species that
are widely distributed - sub-Saharan Alrica. The
main concentration of more than 70 species is found
in southern Alrica (Dyer, 1983: Bruyns, 1995), bul

lhere are a lew species that occur as far afield as India

and Australasia (Forster, 1996). The species are often

mm‘\)' l‘t‘:'ui'{li*tl. because Lhe I}lilll[?‘w are ifficult to

ocale 1 habital and are geophytic, only appearing
above the ground  during the rainy scason. The
sttuation - Mocambique s illustrative ol ths.
Information m the mamm herbara indicated that the
only species recorded  from Mocambique was B,

stmplex  Schlechter. However, my own exploration

since 1998 has revealed that at least 10 species occur

in Mocambique. Most ol these are widely distributed
| Africa

Zimbabwe, Malawi, and Tanzama). bul the present

in- south tropical or Easl (espectally in

new species 1s known only from the two collections

cited and seems to be endemie 1o the Mount Namuli

complex. This sertes of granite peaks rises to over

2400 m and 1s the highest mountain range in the

country.

Brachystelma TIPR
Mocambique. Zambeézia: Namuli, 1500-2000 m.
A Jan. 2004, P. V. Bruyns 9729 (holotype, BOL.:
isolype, MO). Figure 1.

nulans Bruyns. sp. nov.

Ab ommibus speciebus Brachystelmatis coenitis floribus

crandioribus  solitariis nutantibus. pedhicellis longis et

lobis corollae  decrescentibus paulatim base  ad  apicem

differl.

Small herh arising from Hattened discord tuber up

o 10 em diam.; stems prostrate to ascending, H5-
20 em. 1-2 mm thick. puberulous. reddish  ereen.
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Turnmll.

()

[eaves linear, 10-80 X 3=5 mm. green. puberulous
along midrih underneath only, sessile. Inflorescences
many, alongside almost every node except first 2
above tuber, ecach I-flowered: pedicel 20-25 mm.
brown. puberulous, ascending with decurved apex:
sepals 5 mm. brown. Corolla nodding. outside green,
puberulous, mside  green toward  base. red-brown
loward apex ol lobes, pubescent with fine white hairs,
deeply lobed. with short cupular tube ca. T mm deep:
lobes 13—106 X

Lips. himear, acute. Corona 3.5 X

") _ : . ;
3 mm al base. erect and incurved at

I mm: ouler lobes

ca. 2.0 mm. hilid to well below middle mto ascending

Hattened-obtuse  lobules,  yellow-green  with - white

hairs on mmside mainly i lower hall: mner lobes ca.

| mm.  adpressed to backs of anthers and jusl

{‘\t'f-*t-*{ling hem., narrow y deltord, acute, }t'“{m -Sreen

with green Lips. with white hairs mamly near bases.

Iruit and seed unknown.

Vegetatively  Brachystelma nutans 1s not readily
distinguishable from B. lineare A. Richard. However.
Horally 1t 1s unhike any other known species. The
nodding flowers on fairly long but solitary pedicels are
Iillg_:'(*li wilth red-brown toward the li|1r+ ol the lobes and
never open up lo become fully rotate. While the
corolla lobes are comparatively long, they do not have

the very broad base above which the lobes are almost

[thiform that one linds in B. lineare and B. floribundum

Furthermore. 1in both ol these species Lhe

l'll}‘ﬁ.'{‘l'ﬁ dle ({{‘llHt‘ \ (‘Illﬁlr‘l'{‘{l i[l {‘il{'h iﬂ!-]“l'l‘ﬁi'l'll{‘“ O11

short pedicels (solitary and on long pedicels in B.
nutans) and are considerably larger than in B. nutans.
In the new species the outer corona consists of lairly
long. deeply bifid lobes. This 1s similar to the position

b. floribundum. but in B. floribundum the entire
oynostegium 1s much larger and lies in the center of
a broad, tlattened base of the corolla. In B. nutans the
COrONna 13 {'I{}H{‘\}" contained within the short but GUp-
like corolla tube. The outer corona of B. nutans is very
different from that in B. lineare, where the lobes form

shoulders behind the mmner lobes and are deeply

incised m the middle. The relatnvely long outer corona
lobes of B. nutans are reminiscent ol B. circinatum 15,
Mever, and the two also share unusually short and

hroad anini;l (relative to the anther in whieh I|n‘}' Are
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igure 1.

oynostegium. —C. Face view ol part of gynostegium. —1. Pollinarium. Scale bar: A = 3 mm; B, C = | mm (at A); D =

(.25 mm (al A).

produced). However, B. circitnatum differs in 1ts very
short, clustered pedicels, the very slender corolla
lobes that remain joined at their tips, the hairs along
the length of the outer corona lobes, and the much
more erect habil of the plant.

Brachystelma nutans was found in  shallow
solls overlaying solid granite surtaces on Mount
observed at two

Namuli, where 1t was separate

localities. In one of these it was the only species ol

Brachystelma present, but in the other it occurred

together with B. buchananui N. E. Brown, which

erew in slightly deeper ground between oulcrops of

oranile.

Brachystelma nutans (Bruyns 9729). —A. Side view ol flower. —B. Side view of base of dissected flower and

Paratype. MOCAMBIQUE. Zambézia: central Namuli,
ca. 1400 m, Bruyns 9741 (BOL).
curators
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